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Gulf Stream Council                               
Boy Scouts of America

October 2011
TO:
Scoutmasters


Varsity Coaches


District Committee Chairman


John Marion, Council President

Professional Staff of the Gulf Stream Council

Dear Council, District, and Unit leaders, 

Aal-Pa-Tah Lodge has begun to conduct annual Order of the Arrow elections. Within the next few weeks you should receive a call from your local chapter of the Order of the Arrow to schedule an election date in November 2011 through January 31, 2012. If you have any questions regarding youth eligibility, please ask your election team when they call you or refer to the requirements in this letter. 
In an effort to detail the adult nomination process, we would like to provide the following information.  Adults are recommended, not elected, by the unit, district, or council. The committee selects a single adult that they feel would be an asset to the lodge, not only as an organization, but to the youth. The committee chairperson, or other member should fill out the enclosed Adult Candidate Nomination form completely. Recommended adults will become candidates for induction. The adults that you would like to recommend must fulfill the following conditions:

· For every 50 registered active youth, one adult per Troop/Team may be nominated each year, IF the Troop/Team has at least one elected youth.

· Adults may be recommended only by the troop/team committee in which they are registered.
· Selection of the adult is based on their ability to perform the necessary functions to help the Order fulfill its purposes, and not for recognition of service, including current or prior achievement and position.

· The nominee will be an asset to the Order because of demonstrated skills and abilities that fulfill the purpose of the Order.

· The camping requirement of 15 days and nights of camping must be fulfilled within the two year period prior to this nomination date, and must include six consecutive days and 5 nights of camping. All camping must be approved under the auspices and standards of the Boy Scouts of America. The balance of the camping must be overnight, weekend, or other short term camps with the Troop/Team.

· The adult leader’s membership will provide a positive role model for the growth and development of the youth members of the lodge.

· Adult leaders in District or Council positions may be exempt from the camping requirement at the discretion of the Lodge Advisor and the Scout Executive.

· Only ONE nomination per district is allowed.

This Adult Candidate Nomination form is to be mailed by the unit leader in the
 self-addressed stamped envelope  provided no later than January 31, 2012.

I would like to emphasis the fact that every candidate, youth or adult, must complete the Ordeal experience and participate in the induction ceremony prior to the next year’s elections.

We have changed the process for OA Elections in order to make sure that we have an accurate data base.  We ask that you now go online and fill out the election form online prior to the election at www.aal-pa-tah237.org and email it to the Chapter Elections Adviser at OAElectionsAdviser237@gmail.com prior to the election.  The Elections Adviser will then forward it to the appropriate Chapter Chief to schedule your election if they have not already done so.

You will need to make as soon as possible, a list of boys who meet the eligibility requirements. These requirements are:

· That the youth must hold his primary paid registration in your Unit.

· Hold the First Class rank. 

· After registration with a Troop/Team, have experienced 15 days and nights of Boy Scout camping during the two-year period prior to the election. The 15 days and nights must include one, but no more than one, long-term camp consisting of six consecutive days and five nights of resident camping, approved and under the auspices and standards of the Boy Scouts of America. The balance of the camping must be overnight, weekend, or short-term camps. 

· Be under the age of 21.

· Have the unit leader’s approval.

Even if you do not have any eligible Troop/Team members, please set up a meeting time, so our OA election team can present information on this years TK Summer Camp program and review the purposes of the Order of the Arrow.

If you have not been contacted by a Chapter chief by October 15, 2011, please contact the following Chapter Chief or Adult Adviser in your district:

District/Chapter


Chapter Chief
          Phone #

Adult Adviser
   Phone #
Osceola / A-bani-ki

Daniel Mintz
       561-362-8789
Scott Leikala
   561-965-4951
TradeWinds / Chee-pa-tah

Chase Patterson
       561-790-4532 
Debbie Mundell
   561-301-4823
Lighthouse / Osceola

SJ Oblaczynski           561-626-1614      
Stan Oblacznski      561-626-1614
Sailfish / Nekiwa


Wyatt Pearson
       772-286-7434
John Gordon
   772-260-6866
Treasure Coast / Oi-ya-tah

Nick Patterson
       772-879-3943
Chris Smith             772-215-4031
Indian River / Lowaneu Mawat
Jeff Gray                     772-538-7931
Stephen Gray
   772-643-3624
Big Lake / Panasofee

TBD*




TBD*              
* Email the OA Elections Adviser to schedule an election – OAElectionsAdviser237@gmail.com.

Yours in Scouting,
Elliot Taft


Cody Papula

            
Cindy Hall
Lodge Chief


Youth Election Coordinator
Elections Adviser

561-968-4290

  
561-422-9852


772-334-5966
                                                                         


OAElectionsAdviser237@gmail.com
CC: Election Teams
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