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OA Winter Fellowship 

Brothers, 

 On December 9th ï 11th weôve got the biggest event of the 

year for our Lodge, Winter Fellowship. If you guys had fun at the 

Ordeal then you need to be at the Fellowship because everythingôs 

going to be bigger and better. Things to look forward to include a 

Saturday night Pow Wow, amptguard, inflatables, a  Saturday night 

DJ and carnival, Rockband and Guitar Hero, chapter competitions, 

a hearts tournament, the rockwall, movies in the OA ring, the 

Carlsonôs amazing food, and more! I wonôt be doing anything until 

Fellowship except for planning and figuring out ways to make this 

the best weekend of the year! But we canôt make it a great one 

without you all there, so clear your schedules and plan on being 

there. You can register on the Lodgeôs website and the cost of the 

weekend will be the usual $20 with a $5 late fee after December 

2nd. If anybody has any suggestions for the weekend or would like 

to see an event/game that I didnôt mention, please contact me at 

jeffgrayjr@gmail.com. Iôll be sending out emails and posting on 

the Facebook group, so be sure to pay attention for more details as 

they come out. I canôt wait to see you all there! 

 

WWW, 

Jeff Gray 
2011 Fall Ordeal 

Chairman 
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My Brothers, 

 Thanks to all that made Fall Ordeal a success! Jeff Gray put together a great weekend 

program and a goodtime was had by all. Jeff has already started planning our Winter Fellowship; 

he is going to make it the best Lodge weekend ever!!! I want to congratulate all of the new Ordeal 

members the just completed their Ordeal in the Fall. I want to personally invite all of you back to 

see what we are about and find out what areas you are interested in. 

                Upcoming events 

1.       Winter Fellowship Dec. 9th-11th 

2.       Lodge Banquet Jan. 7th 

 

I challenge everyone to sign up early for Winter Fellowship so that we can know our budget for this huge event. 

All Lodge Officers would appreciate knowing the number of people that we will be holding a program for. 

Winter Banquet is quickly approaching. This is where we recognize people in the Lodge, get together for 

fellowship, and have a silent and live auction, plus a awesome dinner. Jeff is also planning this event. If you want to help 

in planning this event or anything else please contact me.  

   Telliott829@gmail.com       (561)-676-5910 

WWW, 

Elliot Taft 

Aal-Pa-Tah Lodge Chief    

Chiefly Speaking 

A Look Ahead 
Dear Parents, 

 I would like to outline some of the policies and procedures concerning Order of the Arrow events: 

 Payment for events is expected in the council service center on the Friday of the week prior to the event (not the 

Friday of the event) to count for the Early Bird discount. All payments received after 5 PM on that date will be charged 

the normal rate which is $25 and processed at the door. 

 Check in for events begins any time after 6 PM on the Friday of the event. Check out is Sunday at 11 AM.  We 

really want the Scouts to stay for the entire weekend.   Scoutmasters will tell you that the real value in camping is the ca-

maraderie that develops and this happens by starting and ending the weekend together as a team. The worship service and 

roses and thorns activity are important parts of the weekend. And of course, camp clean up is something all of us should 

participate in.  

 If  any participant must leave camp earlier than check out time on Sunday morning, they MUST sign out at the 

table in the Dining Hall.  Those under 18 need to be signed out by a parent or approved adult (which should be listed on 

Part C of the Health form). 

 Current health forms are required for all Lodge Events and are kept on file for the current calendar year. If infor-

mation has changed concerning your Scoutôs health since you submitted your form, a new form is required.  Please note 

that the new form is required for 2012 and that Part C is required for all work weekends and service projects (which en-

tails all OA weekends).  Copies only please, we are not able to copy your originals at events. 

 NEW for 2012:  When you renew your dues we will ask you for emergency contact 

information and allergies / health alerts that we will print on the back of each participant's 

weekend name badge.  

 

Thank You, 

Amanda Pantone 
Lodge Adviser 

mailto:Telliott829@gmail.com
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Officer Reports 
Vice Chief of Program 
Brothers, 

 Despite the weather, we had another great Ordeal Weekend chaired by our very own Jeff Gray. But if that weekend wasnôt fun 

enough for you or wasnôt good enough, then STOP what you are currently doing and put on your calendar and let your friends know that 

you will be at Tanah Keeta for the Winter Fellowship fantastic Aal-Pa-Tah Party weekend with a little service on December 9th -11th. 

This weekend has countless  ideas being used such as inflatables, adult competition dessert making on Saturday night, carnival, 237 Sur-

prise, DJ, many cracker barrels, service, and MUCH, MUCH MORE!!! Stay tuned and check your emails, phones, and Facebook for 

more information. 

 The Aal-Pa-Tah Lodge Banquet is also upcoming. Our Chairman Jeff Gray is applying lots of thought to make this the one 

banquet that sticks in everyoneôs memory; such as new awards, caterers, and also location. We will keep you posted with dates and loca-

tion.  If any Arrowmen would like to express their thoughts or ideas with me for upcoming events or anything involving program within 

our Lodge, feel free to contact me. 

WWW, 

James Herrera 
Lodge Secretary 
Hello Brothers, 

 I would like to encourage all those who are interested in helping with the Lodge publication of the Gator Tales and suggest they 

contact me or any other Lodge Officer for more information on how to get involved. Any content can be sent to me at secretary@aal-pa-

tah237.org 

WWW,   

Christopher Olbrych 

Lodge Treasurer 
Hello Brothers, 

 Once again, the Lodge Box was successful in terms of sales at the previous Lodge weekend, Fall Ordeal. During that weekend, 

the Lodge Box managed to gain nearly $500 from patch sales. Also during that weekend, the LEC continued to discuss ideas for patches 

in 2012, especially the 70th Anniversary flap. If you have any ideas for patches to be created in 2012 you can present them at the up-

coming LEC or email them to me at  gcooper146@gmail.com. 

 

Lodge Historian 
 I am pleased to inform you all that the King's Cup is scheduled to be constructed during Winter Fellowship. Also, many pic-

tures have been taken and are uploaded to the Aal-Pa-Tah website, feel free to view them. If anyone has King's Cup worthy lodge 

memorabilia please contact me (ross.pantone@gmail.com). 

WWW, 

Ross Pantone 

Vice Chief of Service 
My Brothers, 

 Over these past few years, Aal Pah Tah Lodge has done gone great things for others, camp, and ourselves. And starting every 

month you will have the opportunity to do service to camp. If interested, please go to our Lodgeôs web site for dates and times. I 

have  personally set goals for service, such as five thousand service hours to camp for this upcoming year, and I need you to see those 

goals through. I will leave you with something that was said at your Ordeal Ceremony , as a reminder to all members, new and old, of 

our solemn purpose. I hope you all always remember as Allowat said, "He alone is worthy to wear the Arrow who will continue to serve 

his fellow man."  

WWW, 

Daniel Olbrych 
Vice Chief of Inductions 
My Brothers, 

 I want to take this time to welcome our newest members from our last Ordeal. We had 39 candidates become Ordeal Members 

and another 2 members sealed their membership in the Order. Congratulations to all! To all of the new members (and anyone else who 

hasnôt already), in 10 months I urge you; seal your membership in the Order of the Arrow by going through Brotherhood! If any mem-

ber of the Lodge is interested in the Ceremonies Team, I invite you to attend our ceremonies preparation session on December 4th 2011 

11:00am-1:00pm at Camp Tanah Keeta (probably near the lodge building/OA Ring). Please let me know if you will be there 

(m.mcloug@gmail.com) as always, please let me know if you have any questions, comments or concerns. Once again, Congratulations 

to all of our New Members!!!!! 

WWW, 

Michael McLoughlin 

mailto:secretary@aal-pa-tah237.org
mailto:secretary@aal-pa-tah237.org
mailto:gcooper146@gmail.com
mailto:ross.pantone@gmail.com
mailto:m.mcloug@gmail.com


4 

 

Chapter Reports 

Nee-Kee-Wa 
My Brothers, 

 Ne-Kee-Wa chapter has started up a Chapter newsletter called "Wulaptonachgat" which translates to 

"fine word, good news". We had our first social meeting for the Chapter in which attendance increased. The 

Chapter will be doing a beach cleanup on October 15th to support the One Day of Service project. We are cur-

rently working on scheduling the upcoming Troop elections in our area. 

 

WWW, 

Wyatt Pearson 
 

Abaniki  
My Brothers,  

 I am pleased to announce that Abaniki Chapter is doing fantastic. For our One Day of Service, we 

helped fix a veteranôs home in West Palm. Thank you to all that came out and served. Our Chapter meetings are 

as fun as ever and if you want to join us we meet every second  Monday of every month at Spanish  River 

Church in Boca Raton, at Osceola District Roundtable. Winter fellowship is coming up and its going to be a 

blast!!! Our Chapter is the best and we need to show that in our Chapter competitions. 

 

WWW. 

Daniel Mintz 

Gator Tales Reminder 
Officers, Arrowmen, and Advisers 

Each issue of the Gator Tales is 

produced on a tight schedule. 

Help us get each issue out on time! 

Lowaneu-Mawat                         Indian River District  
Fellow Brothers, 

 I hope everybodyôs doing well. Thereôs been a lot going on since my last update. We had an amazing 

Ordeal and I would like to thank everybody who helped me make it work. We have also had a successful One 

Day of Service project. We had ten people come out to support the military moms group providing a total of 60 

hours of service. Weôve got our unit elections coming up and I should have details on the Facebook group by 

the time you all read this, so everybody please be ready to help our elections teams when they visit your Troop. 

Finally, weôre gearing up for Winter Fellowship which Iôm in charge of, so I really need my Chapter out in 

force to help support it. I canôt wait to see you all there! 

 

WWW, 

Jeff Gray  
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NOAC 

 The 2012 National Order of the Arrow Conference 

(NOAC) is the place to be this summer. NOAC 2012 will be 

held at Michigan State University from July 30 through August 

4, 2012 and is going to be one of the largest in the Orderôs 

history with more than 8,000 Arrowmen in attendance. Some of 

the awesome events planned for this summer include national 

competitions for ceremonies, drum, and dance; evening shows; 

the OA history museum; and awesome recreation competitions 

such as soccer, basketball, and ultimate Frisbee, the Founderôs 

Day festivities including the Founderôs Day Parade, the Grand 

Hodag, and the inter-Region dodge ball battle. 

 Arrowmen can participate in service projects, high 

adventure opportunities, leadership training, American Indian 

Activities training, and much more. While enjoying the various 

activities, Scouts will have the opportunity to meet other 

Arrowmen from all across the country.   

 Our Lodge will send a contingent to NOAC 2012 and 

you wonôt want to miss out. To sign up, contact the Lodge Chief, 

Lodge Adviser or the Lodge Staff Adviser to sign up today.  

Visit www.event.oa-bsa.org for more information and to learn 

about NOAC 2012. 

 

 

Project 2013 
  

 Project 2013 is a great opportunity to participate in the 

construction of The Summit Bechtel Family National Scout 

Reserve. The Order of the Arrow is recruiting 700 Arrowmen 

across the country to help in this endeavor. This will be the largest 

service corps ever in history and this is your chance to participate. 

You can serve as a Jamboree Trek Guide, Day of Service Guide, or 

in the OA Service Corps. If participating in the largest service 

project interests you, fill out an interest form online at 

www.event.oa-bsa.org. This is the opportunity of a lifetime and is a 

great way to attend Jamboree. Any questions can be directed to 
project2013@oa-bsa.org 
 

Order of the Arrow Upcoming National Events 

http://www.event.oa-bsa.org
mailto:project2013@oa-bsa.org
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Opportunities for Service  

Nimat Program 
 

My Brothers, 

 Our Lodge still needs volunteers to become Nimats. This is a fun and exciting job that allows you keep 

new Ordeal members in the loop and extended the hand of friendship. The Nimat program also promotes Broth-

erhood and attendance Lodge/Chapter weekends. This a a great way to get active in the Lodge and give cheer-

ful service. If you are in the Chee-Pa-Tah, Osceola, or Oiyatah chapters and are interested in being a Nimat 

please call me at (561) 482-8440. 

WWW, 

Gregory Yentz 
Nimat Chairman 
 

Hitchiti Dancing and Lodge Drum Team 
 

Brothers, 

 Have you ever been to one of our pow wows at TK and won-

dered what it would be like to dance on the Lodge Dance Team? I am 

Connor Carnes, Chief of the Lodgeôs Dance Team. Our Lodge needs 

more dancers and drummers so we can be a major competitor at events 

such as Section Conference and NOAC. If you are interested in joining 

the Lodge Dance Team please come to Winter Fellowship. There we 

will have our first meeting and begin to teach some basic steps. If you 

are not able to meet us at Winter Fellowship please contact either me 

at 561-654-8384 or Joe Costanza at 561-578-7263. My email is 

ctcarnes@bellsouth.net . Just a reminder that the Lodge Dance Team 

is separate from Hitchiti, you do not have to join Hitchiti to be on the Lodge Dance Team. Hope to see you at 

Winter Fellowship and remember no prior experience is necessary, just a sense of fellowship and a desire to 

have fun. 

WWW, 

Connor Carnes 
Hitchiti Chief  

 

Order of the Arrow Troop Representative Program 
 

Brothers, 

 The Order of the Arrow Troop Representative (OATR) program is being 

revamped this year and will be a great addition to our Lodge. Each chapter will ap-

point an OATR chairman, which will begin and maintain a communications net-

work with the individual Order of the Arrow Troop Representatives. This network will allow each Troop to 

have constant access to the Lodge and information about its events. I ask that all Chapter Chiefs use this advan-

tageous system to better serve their members. Their will be incentives for chapter chiefs to actively participate 

in this program. If you have any questions, please email me at imw1122@yahoo.com . 

WWW, 

Ian Wagner 
Troop Rep Chairman 

mailto:ctcarnes@bellsouth.net
mailto:imw1122Wyahoo.com
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The Real Deal !!! Fast Pass 

 The real deal for 2012 is the Aal-Pa-Tah All Access Fast Pass!!! The Fast Pass is an amazing 

deal that pays in advance for all of the Lodgeôs events with staggering savings, For only $100, The 

2012 Fast Pass includesé 

§ 2012 dues 

§ Banquet fees 

§ All Lodge Weekends 

§ Spring Ordeal 

§ Summer Pow Wow 

§ Fall Ordeal 

§ Winter Fellowship 

§ Guaranteed Full Patch Set 

§ Special Fast Pass Dangle  Patch and Back Patch 

§ Fast Pass Name Badge 

§ Priority Check In 

§ Priority Food Service 

 In addition to this great deal, the Lodge now offers an installment plan with allows for two pay-

ments of $50, one by December 31st and the other by January 31st. Regular weekend fees are now in-

creasing to $25 (Late registration $30), so be thrifty and lock in your savings today. Fast pass order 

forms have been mailed to all members and are also located on our Lodgeôs website http://www.aal-pa

-tah237.org/  on  the Registration tab. 

 This would make a great holiday gift!! If all payments are received by Winter Fellowship, on 

Dec 9th-11th,  we will mail the official fast pass membership card in time for the holidays. Take ad-

vantage of this unprecedented deal and get your Fast Pass today!!! 

http://www.aal-pa-tah237.org/
http://www.aal-pa-tah237.org/

